




















Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


| Ca Please Order From: — 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





St. Andrew Daily Missal 


Use a Daily Missal at Mass, the official prayer of the Church. 
The saintly Pope Pius X advocated its use when he declared, 
“Pray the Mass”. The St. Andrew Daily Missal is the most 
complete and popular of all missals. Write for Special Booklet, 
No. 100 C. M., describing the two new revised editions. 


THE E. M. LOHMANN CO. 
413-417 Sibley St. Saint Paul, Minn. 





The Brothers of St. Alexius are an 


Order of Hospital Brothers 


who conduct general hospitals for men and boys. Young men (18 
to 33 years of age) who feel called to the Religious Life, and are 
inclined to care for the sick, are invited to write to: 


Brother Master of Novices, 1216 Belden Ave., Chicago, Ill. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 


Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office ae 7 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac° 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 


1103, Act of October 3, 1917, Authorized July 17, 1918. 








Appealing Premiums 
For NEW Subscriptions to 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 





For ONE t 
Subscription 

An attractive calen- 
dar — size 5 % in. x 8 
¥% in., with an artistic 
picture of a religious 
subject in colors. A 
calendar is a necessity 
in every home, and one 
which is artistic serves 
as an inspiration as 
well. The calendar 
pad shows plainly all 

Z 








For THREE 

Subscriptions 

Jesus in the Hearts 
of Little Children — an 
attractive book, cloth 
binding; colors: black, 
white, blue or rose. 


First Communion 
set — consisting of a 
child’s prayer-book, a 
rosary, hand-stitched 
scapular, and a re- 
oy membrance medal, all 








the feast and fast days. t 


Two Scheyern Crosses — 2 in. 
in size, being metal replicas of the 
particle of the true Cross vener- 
ated at the Benédictine Monastery 
in Scheyern, Germany. Many fa- 
vors have béen obtained through 
the devout use of this cross with 
the prayers suggested to be recited. 


Infant of. Prague booklet and 
blessed medal. The booklet gives 
a brief history of the devotion, with 
some of the marvelous favors ob- 
tained; also contains litany and 
other prayers. 


For TWO. Subscriptions 


The Treasures of the Mass — 
a book which has been welcomed 
by clergy and laity alike, as it is 
a practical and devotional explana- 
tion of the Sacrifice of the Mass. 
Excellent for study club work, for 
converts and convert classes. 


An artistic calendar — larger 
and more ornamental than the 
above; size 15 in. x 9% in., with 
calendar pad 4% x 2% in. showing 
feast and fast days. 











enclosed in an attrac- 
tive box, so as to make a handsome 
gift for a First Communicant. For 
FIVE new subscriptions, the same 
set will be given, with articles of 
a better quality. 


Black cocoa rosary — with silver 
plated chain. 


For FOUR Subscriptions 


Hand-made rosary — German 
silver chain with colored beads. 


Joy in God —a choice selection 
of prayers in a neat, hand-bound 
volume, vest-pocket size. Fine 
print, gilt edge. 


For FIVE Subscriptions 

Infant of Prague Statue — 7% 
in., of composition daintily colored 
with gilded trimmings. For TEN 
new subscriptions a twelve inch 
statue will be given. 


The Golden Book — a complete 
prayer-book devoted to the Blessed 
Virgin; also contains prayers for 
the sick and dying. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Nazareth __the Paradise of Delights 


CED ED 


What sweet delights must have been the portion of the Holy 
Family during those precious years of our Savior's hidden life! 
Divine light and teaching poured forth from every act of the Divine 
Child, yet His every word and look were those of a docile and 
obedient child. He sat at His holy parents’ feet hearing them and 
asking them questions, while they, like the doctors in the temple, 
hung upon His words and wondered at His wisdom and His answers. 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 


Vol. 33 February, 1938 No. 10 











The Garden of Sanctity 





|} OLY Church demonstrates her maternal wisdom in 
establishing the Feast of the Holy Family (celebrated 
on the first Sunday after the Epiphany) and setting 
aside the month of February to honor in a special way 
the holiest of families which ever dwelt upon this earth. 
By placing before all Christian families the glorious 
example of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in their little home 
in Nazareth, she wishes to counteract the worldly, unchristian spirit 
which today threatens to invade even Catholic homes. Further, she 
wishes by this means to implant Christian virtues and to uproot the 
spirit of discontent, decadent morality, weakening faith, and the other 
evil influences which are undermining the sanctity of the home. 

To restore to the Christian family the true spirit of Catholicity, 
so that each home may become as it were a little sanctuary, is a matter 
of vital importance for the rearing of usefyl citizens of the state, of 
faithful children of the Church, and of future citizens of heaven. One 
of the most potent means of bringing about this religious revival lies 
in the hands of parents themselves — namely, that of rearing their 
children in a religious atmosphere and cultivating the love of God in 
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their hearts from their very infancy. There is nothing more beautiful 
in the sight of God and His angels than the innocent soul of a little 
child, unfolding as a tender bud beneath the rays of the Sun of Divine 
Love. Happy the little one whose religious instincts are carefully’ 
developed and nurtured in the garden of a Christian home! 

When parents receive their children holy and pure from the 
sacrament of baptism, they receive at the same time the most solemn 
and serious commission to keep them for God, and for Him alone. 
During all the period of childhood, the Holy Ghost remains in sole 
and absolute possession of the little soul. God, and all the things of 
God, are accordingly quite natural to it: The little soul takes to them 
readily, simply, and as it were, instinctively. But that aptitude im- 
planted by baptism needs to be fostered and developed, and this is 
where the parents’ duty enters in. 


Implanting the Seeds of Piety 


From its pious mother the child sweetly and naturally imbibes 
its first knowledge of Jesus and learns to lisp His holy Name. From 
her it learns of the dear Mother in heaven who watches over it with 
loving care — the Mother of Jesus who is also our Mother. From its 
parents it learns of the beautiful angel who accompanies it everywhere 
and who not only shields it from danger, but is the silent witness of 
all its actions. All the things of nature are called upon to assist in 
inculcating the beautiful lessons of God’s goodness, wisdom, power 
and love. With the help of religious pictures and images, concrete 
impressions are formed in the little mind and heart, more deep and 
lasting than any ever carved in wood or stone. Thus, at Christmas 
time the child’s eyes grow bright with wonder as it gazes upon the 
image of the Infant Jesus in the crib and hears from parental lips the 
sweet story of the first Holy Night, a story which no number of 
repetitions can rob of aught of its charm. Again, the child’s heart 
grows sad and tears flow down its innocent cheeks when the Crucifix 
is reverently placed in its hands and mother invites it to kiss the sacred 
wounds of Jesus, while she tells how wicked men nailed Him there 
and how He had to suffer many cruel pains because of our sins. 

And how the child’s heart thrills when for the first time it is 
permitted to accompany its parents to church. There, with wondering 
gaze, it looks upon the tabernacle — the “little golden house wherein 
Jesus lives.” The sight of so many people kneeling in silent prayer 
makes a deep impression, and in imitation of its elders, the child sinks 
to its knees, folds its little hands and says the simple prayers which it 
has been taught to say. Often has it been told of Jesus in the Blessed 
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Sacrament, of the great love He has for us, and how much He longs 
to have us love Him in return. Now it sees the people approaching 
the Holy Table with folded hands and downcast eyes, so devoutly, ‘so 
recollectedly, — mother and father, too, and elder sisters and brothers. 
With reverential awe and thoughtful mien it sees them return to their 
places, and its innocent eyes can almost discern the light of heaven 
gleaming on their brows. 

Thus deeper and deeper the love of Jesus takes root in the little 
heart, and numberless blessed ties are woven by which the child-heart 
is drawn unconsciously to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. But who 
can conceive the action of the grace of God or fathom the infinite 
tenderness of His Divine Heart for the innocent soul of that child! 
Must not He, the Divine Lover of children, burn with ardent longing 
to give Himself, Divinity and humanity, to that spotless soul? 


Preparation for First Holy Communion 


Quickly the years pass, and the little soul must be prepared for 
the reception of its first Holy Communion. — The child’s education is 
now entrusted to the pastor and to the sisters, if it enjoys the advantage 
of a parochial school. The image of Jesus, His beauty, His goodness, 
His lovableness, His self-sacrificing love, are already impressed deeply 
into the child’s heart. Its knowledge needs but to be developed and 
expanded. And now the pastor assumes one of the most sublime, the 
most important and the most consoling tasks of his priestly, ministry — 
a task so tender and yet so full of responsibility that he, in turn, feels 
constrained to seek aid in its accomplishment. And where shall he 
seek for more interested and more effeetive co-workers than ‘in*the 
parental home of the child? . Thus he reverts. to the natural, God-given 
educators — the parents. For, as:a noted educator of our day has 
said: “No priest can speak to the little one so tenderly and sympathet- 
ically as. the mother who is imbued with the love of God. No priest 
can speak to him so heartily and effectively as the father who has the 
spiritual welfare of his child at heart. When in the faces of father and 
mother there shines forth reverence for that which is holy, when over 
the family sanctuary there hovers the spirit of Christ; when human 
love intermingles freely in the family circle with love Divine, then the 
image of Christ unfolds itself in the child’s heart, unnoticed, like the 
unfolding of a flower. He is being prepared in the family sanctuary 
for his eternal destiny. He is being truly made a’child: of God, an 
heir to His kingdom. Should we wonder that God and His Church 
should honor the family? that they should dignify marriage and the 
home?” 
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Although the parents have already carefully cultivated the precious 
garden of their child’s heart in preparation for the happy day of its 
first Communion, their duty assumes greater proportions as the im- 
mediate preparation for that happy day becomes imperative. Now, 
more than ever, they should take to heart the Savior’s pleading admo- 
nition: “Suffer the little 
children to come unto 
Me, and. forbid them not” 
(Mark x. 14), — a plea 
which might thus be para- 
phrased: “Parents, see to 
it that your home is per- 
meated with a spirit of 
recollection and _ piety. 
Place no obstacle between 
your child and Me; keep 
far from it everything 
that could be a source of 
distraction; avoid with 
special care all actions 
and conversations which 
could disedify or disturb 
its inner peace. Do not 
let such things as cloth- 
ing, gifts, and useless 
finery intrude themselves 
into the sanctuary of your 

Happy the little ones who are led from infancy Child’s heart. By your 
to Jesus, the Lover of children! words and actions make it 
understand that these are 
matters of secondary importance, — the first place being given always 
to the consideration of the great Sacrament which it is to receive. Let 
your little one often hear you speak of the happiness which is soon 
to come to your family. Examine its little mind and heart to see 
whether it grasps its religious instructions, and assist it in preparing 
for the sacrament of confession. Include in your family prayers a 
special prayer for the little one who is soon to be favored by the first 
visit of Jesus. If thus by word and example you impress vividly upon 
your child’s heart its Savior’s loving invitation, ‘My child, give Me 
thy heart,’ heaven and earth will indeed be united in the blessed task 
of leading little children to the Table of the Lord.” 
When at length the longed-for hour arrives, the happy parents 
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kneel with their child at the altar railing, sharing and enhancing its 
bliss by receiving the Divine Guest also into their hearts. And who 
can describe the sweet joy which fills their souls when they have re- 
turned again to the privacy of their home, and their invisible Guest 
presides at the simple banquet which has been prepared for the happy 
occasion? How richly repaid the parents now feel for every effort 
and sacrifice the careful training of their child has cost them! And 
the Father in heaven looks down with infinite complacency upon this 
happy home which thus harbors His Divine Son, and showers upon 
its inmates His richest blessings. 

A new time now begins for the child, as well as new duties for 
the parents; for the graces of this happy day must be preserved and 
increased — the child must multiply them by carrying into practice 
the good resolutions which it has formed. Thus there opens before 
the parents a wider field of solicitude and watchful care, but at the 
same time one of ineffable joy and consolation. The claims of the 
world, the desire for pleasure, — none of these things must be allowed 
to interfere with or diminish the attention and the time devoted to the 
duty of training the souls of their little ones in the love and service 
of God. This is a parental debt—a glorious double-debt owed by 
all parents to God and to their children. But’only those parents who 
are themselves imbued with the love of God can properly discharge 
this duty. Blessed are those parents who so live that they may fulfil 
this important duty well! Already here below they obtain a foretaste of 
that great reward which is promised them in heaven, where their chil- 
dren shall be their joy and their crown for all eternity. 


chotote 


Mass We are willing to accommodate our esteemed sub- 

scribers who send us Mass stipends, by placing their 

Intentions Intentions promptly and conscientiously in the hands 

of needy prelates and priests, who are most grateful 

for this means of support. Our Mass Intention register and the acknowledg- 

ments we demand give guaranty that these Intentions are all conscientiously 

persolved. Most priests request an extra stipend if a Mass is requested for a 
special date, unless at least three week's time is given. 


We regret that we cannot accede to the wishes of all our dear friends who 
desire to have Holy Masses offered before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed 
in our Adoration Chapels at Clyde, Missouri, Mundelein, Illinois and Tucson, 
Arizona. We can, however, always accept High Masses to be said in any of 
these chapels, provided we are given some liberty in setting the date. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Power of Trustful Prayer 





HERE is no time when men and women need spiritual 

strength more than when they have met with adversity. 
Merely human consolation cannot withdraw them from 
the abyss into which sorrow has plunged them, nor 
bring back peace and joy to their aching hearts. It is 
for this reason that many who know not God and reli- 
gion are driven to despair when misfortune overtakes 
them, and seek to end their misery by taking their own lives. 

It is only the spiritually minded who really see things as they are 
and have the courage to face the real facts of life. Deep down in every 
human heart is written the Divine law that we were created for God, 
and nothing less than God can satisfy the soul. It is only from the 
Heart of God, the source of all consolation, that the soul can draw 
strength to fight the battles of life and to struggle on in spite of 
adversity, knowing that there is a life beyond where its efforts will 
be crowned with victory. This strength and consolation is imparted 
not only in the sacraments and in spiritual reading, but also to a very 
great extent in prayer. 

In prayer, God has graciously bestowed upon our weakness and 
sinfulness a power that appeals effectually to His mercy. Again and 
again He has shown how great an influence humble, trustful prayer 
wields over His Heart. 

A striking instance of the power of the prayer of a God-loving 
soul is narrated in the life of St. Scholastica,* the twin sister of the 
great St. Benedict. She and her saintly brother were accustomed to 
meet once a year at a little house half way between the convent and 
the monastery, to spend the day together in discoursing on heavenly 
things. On one such occasion — the last of their life — St. Scholastica 
had pleaded in vain with her brother to remain all night and continue 
these heavenly discourses; but he insisted that he must return to his 
monastery. Burying her face in her hands for a moment, St. Scholastica 
implored her Divine Spouse to grant her ardent desire, and behold, 
from a sky hitherto unclouded, such torrents of rain began to fall, 
amid flashes of lightning and claps of thunder, that St. Benedict 
dared not venture forth and so was forced to accede. to his sister’s 
request. 

We are reminded by this incident of the admonition of St. Benedict 
in his enlightened Rule that in prayer we ought to bear in mind that 
we shall be heard, not for our many words, but for our purity of 


*Feast, February 10th. 
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heart and tears of compunction — not for the length, but for the 
fervor of our prayers. We are reminded likewise of the consoling 
revelation made to St. Gertrude by our Lord Himself: Confidence 
easily gains all things. 

popot= 


In the School of Merciful Love 





N HIS unsearchable wisdom, God, the all-holy and in- 
| finite, eternal beauty and purity itself, has destined man 

to partake of His own Divine life and His eternal 
 beatitude in heaven. Yet He leaves man free, during 
his earthly pilgrimage, to accept or to reject this sublime 
gift, to decide for or against God, to follow the Divine 
will or his own will. And even though man has decided 
well, even though he has chosen to walk in the narrow 
and righteous path, in the footsteps of his Savior, he is not altogether 
proof against all stains, all wounds, nor against lapses into sin. And 
thus, when his clock of life has run down and the angel of death 
approaches him, he may be on the right way, but alas, the royal 
garment with which God adorned him on the day of his holy baptism 
as a sign of his being destined for heaven shows many rents and stains 
and is thickly covered with the dust of earth. 

May the soul of a man in this condition enter into the glory of 
God? May such a soul stand before the most holy God, before whom 
even the angels are not pure? Ah, no, it is not possible. Yet God, 
the infinitely good, has provided that the happiness of His children 
may still become perfect and His own eternal honor suffer no loss. 
He who has compassion upon us “as a father hath compassion on his 
children... for He remembereth that we are dust” (Ps. cii. 13-14), 
has prepared a place where such souls may be purified, even “as gold 
is tried in the furnace,” until they are worthy to appear before Him 
with their “wedding garment” unspotted. His merciful love has created 
the purging fires of purgatory. 

Purgatory is not only at one and the same time a school of suffer- 
ing and of joy for the departed souls, but the living should likewise 
go there in spirit daily to learn its lessons, to behold God’s infinite 
goodness and tender mercy, and to draw benefit for all eternity from 
the teachings which are there imparted. Let us enter this school of 
God’s merciful love in company with a favored soul.* 

*Taken from the booklet “Das Geheimnis des Fegfeuers,’”’ pub- 
lished by ‘“‘Ars Sacra,” Munich. 
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“In purgatory I feel so much consolation. There I see that Jesus 
receives back from these souls what they wasted and lost during their 
earthly lives. There the many rents and tears in their garments are 
mended. It reminds me of a great mosaic picture. God Himself is 
the designer of this wonderful mosaic, fashioned of many souls by 
His own skilled workmanship. And if there are many gaps in the 
picture, it is because during life some persons were not careful to 
preserve their souls pure and holy so that they could be placed as little 
stones into God’s mosaic picture after death. It is in purgatory that 
the pattern of this mosaic picture must be completed; there all that 
was lost or marred has to be restored, so that nothing will be wanting 
to complete the beauty of the mosaic— God's glory... Herein lies 
the reason for there being a purgatory.— Yes, I might even call it 
a place of repair. 

“Not all souls have to suffer in the same degree in purgatory. 
Many persons believe that those who have sinned the most are deprived 
the longest of the vision of God. Such may be the case very often, 
but it is not always so, for God has infinitely varied and merciful 
excuses for sinners. Yes, He alone knows human hearts; He alone 
has the right to judge them. And His judgments are unspeakably 
tender and delicate, whereas the judgments of men are often harsh and 
bitter. God, being infinitely just, can do no injustice to anyone; nor 
can He fail to receive kindly any soul of good will. 

“Yes, it is God’s merciful love which detains souls in purgatory. 
After their purification, they have a much clearer knowledge of God 
and are disposed to enjoy greater bliss for all eternity. For the longest 
purgatory is as nothing in comparison with the endless joys which 
await the elect in heaven. Therefore, no soul in purgatory is without 
consolation, no matter how deeply it may be immersed in the purging 
flames; the certainty that it suffers only to become eternally happy 
is its consolation, its sun of merciful love. 

REMARK — Here we wish to remark that private revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the years 1634 and 1641, 
in so far as the Church has not decided upon them, claim only human 
credence. 


hooe 
Assist the Souls in Purgatory — a 64-page booklet which 


explains briefly the various means of helping the poor souls, 
and the benefits which the living derive through charity toward 
them. 10¢ each; reduction for quantities; postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Power of the Pamphlet 








‘{ URING these troubled times when one hears much of 
wars, and rumors of wars, of evils at home and abroad, 
when there is social and economic unrest on every side, 
and the whole world is looking, in vain it would seem, 
for peace and happiness, how much could be said 
concerning the power of a little instrument for good 
or evil, an instrument so often overlooked, yet mighty 
in its possibilities — the power of the pamphlet. 

The power which lay within the use of such an apparently humble, 
insignificant instrument was not unknown nor disregarded by the 
leaders of a great revolution, who some years ago wished to overthrow 
the established government in their country and to establish themselves 
in the place of power. “The children of this world are wiser in their 
generation than the children of light,” truly says Holy Scripture, and 
this statement is amply borne out in the prodigy of propaganda and 
prince of propagandists, who accomplished the overthrow of a great 
empire largely through a vast distribution of pamphlets. He recog- 
nized the possibilities which lay in the extensive and intensive distri- 
bution of pamphlets proclaiming his revolutionary views and doctrines, 
and these pamphlets he continued to disseminate among a dissatisfied 
people until he had accomplished his ends, and the great Russian 
government was overthrown. 


A Tremendous Propaganda for Evil 


The power of the pamphlet is recognized equally well in our own 
country. The amount of revolutionary, anti-Catholic, godless literature 
which is being distributed daily among our people almost surpasses 
belief. One anti-Catholic organization alone, very active in this 
country, has succeeded in placing the astounding number of 
157,000,000 copies of its books, pamphlets and magazines into circu- 
lation in the United States alone, and 100,000,000 in foreign countries. 
The various books edited and circulated by this same organization are 
printed in quantities of five and six million copies. Astonishing as 
these figures are, they are compiled from records and go to show 
how actively the agents of darkness are endeavoring to corrupt the 
children of light. Many Catholics believe that the statements made 
in such publications are so absurd as to pass belief, so ridiculous that 
any thinking person will not heed them. But the truth is that many 
millions of persons are paying heed to them, or such an enormous 
amount of literature could not be disposed of so readily. 
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The effects of the vast amount of godless, revolutionary literature 
being circulated today, in this country and abroad, are only too visible 
on every side in the suppression of the Church in Germany, Spain, 
Russia and Mexico. It has been said that in our country alone only 
one out of every ten Protestants escapes the deluge of anti-Catholic 
literature, and that only one out of every thousand Protestants ever 
receives any literature counteracting such vile propaganda or proving 
the falsehood of its statements. Can we wonder, then, that many 
Protestants are imbued with bitter hatred of the Church and all that 
is Catholic? It has been truly said that what the Protestant hates and 
fears is not the Church as it is, but the Church as he has been made to 
believe it is through the harmful propaganda he has received and read. 
What a crying need there is, therefore, that Catholics counteract this 
evil propaganda by disseminating the truth concerning their religion, 
their Church. Surely they should likewise begin to realize the power 
which lies in the little inexpensive pamphlet and, availing themselves 
of this weapon which has proved so effective for those who use it 
against religion, in their turn make use of the same weapon to battle 
in their own defense. 

Recently a Catholic magazine carried a very fine article on the 
power of the pamphlet, in which it was said: “One of the most 
powerful and effective and practical instruments in our days is the 
pamphlet. The pamphlet is cheap, compendious and available on 
every subject and topic of our religion. Often the best and clearest 
treatment of a point of the Faith is to be found in a pamphlet. Not 
infrequently a pamphlet contains the best and only chapters worth 
reading in a bulky volume. People who would be repelled and 
appalled by a ponderous book, will readily read a pamphlet. A 
hundred persons will read a pamphlet for one who will read a book. 
A library is dificult and costly to acquire; a well selected pamphlet 
library is a matter relatively easy and inexpensive of accomplishment.” 

Yet it is sad to know that experience has shown the fact to be 
true that the ones for whom a particular pamphlet is written are the 
least likely of all persons to buy it. It must be called to their attention, 
brought to their notice, and then allowed to do its work. Here, then, 
is a field, and a large field, for apostolic activity, since the widespread 
reading of .good literature will do much to counteract the widespread 
reading of harmful and subversive literature. 


A Weapon of Defense 


The aforesaid article continues to say that “the clergy, directors 
of study clubs and similar organizations, and the faithful generally 
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should be alive to the immense usefulness of the pamphlet for the 
defense, diffusion and understanding of our holy Faith. The pamphlet 
is a most useful auxiliary to the Catholic press. The Church now urges 
all its members to study the Faith, to become its defenders. A splendid 
and inexpensive way of doing so is to distribute pamphlets. Ordinari- 
ly, they are interesting, timely and instructive. Then pass them on 
to friends, even to Protestant friends, after you have read them. Thus 
you will be doing a good work. Or, if you do not want to buy pamph- 
lets for yourself, perhaps you are in a position to get them for others. 
Surely, that would be a worthy form of charity, for the seeds of good 
you thus sow may spring up into noble blossoms; in fact you may 
never know in this world the amount of good you have accomplished, 
but in eternity you will see the souls you have helped to save, whom 
you have encouraged and enlightened by the power of the pamphlets 
you have distributed.” 

Worthy of mention here is the edifying practice of some of our 
esteemed correspondents who make it a point to distribute our pamph- 
lets periodically where they know they will do good. Just before 
Christmas, one of our Ohio friends ordered approximately five 
thousand pamphlets which we distributed at his direction. Another 
good friend in Nebraska frequently orders large quantities for dis- 
tribution. Such Catholics are staunch, loyal defenders of the Faith, 
and God alone knows what an influence for good they are exerting. 

Speaking of the power of the Catholic press, His Eminence, 
Cardinal Mundelein said: “The Catholic press is a distinct department 
of the Church. It belongs to the teaching body of the Church, and, 
in its capacity of affording the one avenue for publicity, it belongs 
to the military section of the Church; it is our council of defense... 
The poison of irreligion is fed to our people today in insidious ways. 
‘The Catholic Press is, therefore, in position to do big things for Holy 
Mother Church and for our country’s welfare as well.” 


Will You Not Help? 


On the inside back cover of this issue of “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory’ appears a complete list of our pamphlet publications. In view of 
the importance of Catholic Press Month and the reasons mentioned 
above for the distribution of the small but powerful pamphlet, we urge 
all our readers for this one month at least to do their part in the great 
apostolate of the Catholic Press, the great work of counteracting the 
poisonous literature spread so widely against the Church. If each 
reader would buy 25 or 50 or 100 booklets and distribute them where 
they will be read, or permit us to distribute them, surely such a united 
effort could not fail of very beneficial results. The great St. Ignatius 
of Loyola became imbued with the desire to embrace a more perfect 
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life through the simple reading of a good book during an illness. How 
many converts we might make to the Faith, how many weak and 
wavering Catholics we might help, how many enemies we might convert 
into friends, were we zealous in placing before them the truths of our 
Faith as set forth in the many pamphlets which are available today. 
And our Lord Himself tells us that if we have been instrumental in 
the saving of even one soul, we shall not lose our own. Let this 
thought inspire us during Catholic Press Month to a zealous endeavor 
in behalf of the little pamphlet and urge us to do our utmost in its 
distribution. 





ehopote 


FREE — During Catholic Press Month 


As our contribution scnmnad the spreading of good literature 
during this month, we will furnish free to all applicants the two 
booklets entitled: 

Do You Know the Church? Part I and Part Il 


These booklets are highly recommendable for non-Catholics, 
as well as for those of our holy Faith who desire to refresh their 
memory on an important phase of their religion. They are like- 
wise excellent for study club and school work. 








Calendar Values 


As the season is growing late, we are now offering our 
selection of artistic and devotional Calendars at reduced prices. ° 
They embrace a variety of religious subjects in rich colors, each 
being suitable for framing later as a holy picture. 

The calendar pads are printed in red and black, the Sundays 
and Holy Days of Obligation being marked in red, and days of 
abstinence being indicated by a fish. All the feast days of the 
year are shown. One of these indispensable daily guides should 
be in every Catholic home. 


SPECIAL PRICES AS FOLLOWS: — 


A variety of pleasing subjects in colors. (Size of calen- 
dar, 15 in. x 9% in. Calendar pad, 4% x 2% in., 











with figures in black and red.) Now 20¢ each. 
A dainty little calendar with religious pictures in colors. 
(Size 5% in. x 8% in.) Now 3 for 25¢ 
A handy desk calendar Now 5¢ each. 4 
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No Time... 


NABLE to bear the stigma of disgrace brought upon 
himself by a youthful escapade, a young man of eight- 
een resorted to the tragic alternative of suicide. Clasped 
in his hand was a letter which he had written to his 
mother just before he had put an end to his life. The 
letter read: 

To my Mother: Mother, perhaps now for once you 
will have time for me, now that I am no longer alive. 
I do not know whether you can forgive me. I do not 
know if you will even understand me... But hear me you must, even 
though it was always your custom to say: “Frank, leave me alone — 
I have no time for you now!” Ah, yes, since my father’s death, you 
have been even more occupied than before. Always there has been 
something urgent which you must do at once, and which you thought 
so important; far more important than my trivial affairs. 

And I so longed to have a sympathetic mother! — such a one as 
my friend Walter has. I know you would not wish to be like her. 
She is not young or beautiful, and not a bit fashionable. But Walter 
can always go to her with his little troubles and joys— she always 
has time for him! 

Oh, yes, you were good to me, you always permitted me to go 
about as much as I liked. For you yourself were always away too... 
But you never asked me where I went or what I was doing... you did 
not seem to be interested. And so I went — but oh, Mother, I cannot 
tell you even now where I went. And then, Mother —and then... 
how ashamed I felt! Oh, Mother, that there should be such things 
in the world! But I could not come to you with my trouble, to tell 
you all. So Walter, in whom I confided, urged me to go to his mother, 
she would be more than ready to help me, he said. But, Mother, that 
was something I could not do—that I should go to someone else’s 
mother, while my own mother... 

And when could I have told you my trouble? We never were at 
home together evenings and at luncheon one usually speaks only of 
unimportant affairs. Then one cannot confide to another the secrets 
of his heart. Such things one can speak of confidentially only in the 
quiet evening hours. Then would I have buried my head in your 
lap, and would have told you all that weighed upon my heart... the 
whole disgrace through which I had passed... 

Perhaps, Mother, if you had had time, all would have been righted. 
Now, I can no longer help myself. I am in despair. I can never rise 
again. My mother has permitted my downfall... 


chopote . 


Do you appreciate the value and the necessity of prayer? Our 
64-page booklet, Prayer the Great Means of Grace, will help you to 
do so. Each 10¢; postage extra. 





Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Marian Pages of the Sacred Heart 





N THE heart of the great city of Chicago, in the midst 

of an atmosphere tainted with the world’s poison, un- 
known to the hurrying, careless throngs, there are hidden 
away noble souls, aspiring to the pure love of God, 
desirous only of serving Him and of helping others to 
serve Him, of loving Him and of making Him loved 
and glorified. A group of such souls, under the mater- 
nal protection of the Blessed Mother of God, have 
banded themselves. together into an association known as the Marian 
Pages of the Sacred Heart. 

As the name indicates, the young ladies who constitute the “Marian 
Pages” are banded together in mutual love for the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, and under her inspiration and protection they strive in every 
way possible to promote the love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. These 
young women, living and working in the midst of Chicago’s turmoil, 
are leading truly beautiful, spiritual lives, exhaling the sweet odor 
of Christ amid the vapors of sin and vice which taint the atmosphere 
of populous cities. They have adopted for their slogan the beautiful 
motto of Blessed Grignon de Montfort — All for Jesus through Mary. 
Drawn and animated by that true spirituality which the holy Mother 
of God instills into those who love her, the “Marian Pages” have set 
as their purpose to make Mary better known, that Jesus may be better 
loved and served. This purpose is to be carried out by striving to be 
and to do as Mary would, and in, with and through Mary to attain 
the highest development of the individual’s spiritual life and thus to 
be a medium through which her graces and blessings may flow to 
other souls, drawing them closer to her Divine Son. 

Interesting and edifying is the choice of the title “Pages” for 
these young women who strive to embody the highest possible imitation 
of the Blessed Virgin in their lives. They would be the least of the 
servants in the court of heaven’s Queen, and, knowing Mary’s predi- 
lection for hidden, lowly souls, they have designated themselves as. 
pages in her service. - Thus the title, which at first sight might seem 
inappropriate, is in reality beautiful and full of significance. 

The motive of the “Marian Pages” is to promote the knowledge 
of our Blessed Mother, to increase appreciation of her sublime life 
and virtues, and through her to develop devotion to the Sacred Heart 
wherever possible, to encourage attendance at retreats among the laity, 
and to co-operate zealously in the Diocesan Catholic Action. The 
“Marian Pages” are guided by the principles of the Sodality of Our 
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Lady and follow as closely as possible Mary’s manner of life by 
imitating her virtues, particularly her prayerful life in the Cenacle, 
her charity and her perfect surrender to God’s holy will. The “Pages” 
endeavor especially to compassionate the Blessed Virgin in her sorrows. 


United with Benedictine Adorers 


Our dear readers will be pleased and edified to know that for 
some months past the “Marian Pages” have been very zealous in keep- 
ing each month a Day of Recollection and prayer before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament exposed in our Adoration Chapel at Mundelein, 
Illinois. Every third Sunday of the month sees the faithful “Pages” 
at their adoration prie-dieus arranged in the guest portion of the 
Sisters’ Chapel. Wearing long white veils, they kneel, two by two, in 
their turn, for one hour of adoration before Jesus exposed upon His 
throne of love. They unite in prayerful adoration with the Sister- 
adorers in the sanctuary, and surely Jesus and Mary must be pleased 
with their homage of adoring and atoning love. The adoration periods 
of the “Pages” follow a regular schedule during their day of recollec- 
tion for each hour from ten A.M. till four P.M. The remainder of 
the time is spent in private prayer and reflection. So rapidly have the 
“Pages” increased in number that one Sunday has proved inadequate 
to allow a period of adoration for each. Accordingly they have now 
arranged for an additional Sunday at the Chapel of Perpetual Adora- 
tion,-- the first Sunday of each month. 

Not content with this monthly participation in the Perpetual 
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament at Mundelein, the “Marian 
Pages” have arranged what they call Hours of Prayerful Union with 
the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration at the Mundelein Chapel 
of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. This is an arrangement whereby 
daily at every hour, from six o’clock in the morning until ten o’clock 
at night, the “Marian Pages” offer up “sixty golden minutes of prayer 
and work, in union with the Adorers at the Chapel of Perpetual Adora- 
tion.” The Sisters-adorers, on their part, find inspiration in the thought 
that a “Marian Page” is uniting with them at each particular hour. 
The special hours of prayerful union are assigned to the individual 
“Marian Pages” and are changed every two months. As inspirational 
reminders of their hour of prayerful union, the “Pages” make use of 
small round tags, resembling hosts. On these little tags are inscribed 
the hour assigned for each individual “Page” and the particular virtue 
to be practiced during the month. Each “Page” receives two tags — 
a red and a white tag — one to be carried about with her in her purse, 
the other to be kept at her place of employment — (the majority of 
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the “Marian Pages” are working girls). The red tag, in addition to 
the inscription it bears, reminds the “Marian Page” of the love of the 
Sacred Heart for her and the adoring and atoning love Jesus expects 
to receive from her in return; the white tag indicates the purity of 
mind and heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the immaculate Mother 
of the Holy Eucharist. Endeavoring to emulate the spotless purity 
of their Heavenly Mother and Model, the “Marian Pages” strive by 
purity of mind and heart to render homage to their Eucharistic King, 
as Mary did. 

The particular intentions which motivate the prayerful union 
of the “Marian Pages” with the Benedictine Adorers at Mundelein are 
the furtherance of each one’s personal sanctification to the highest 
possible degree; the overflowing of spiritual gifts and graces upon all 
with whom the “Pages” come in contact; the extension of the Kingdom 
of Christ, and in particular the sanctification of priests. 


To Jesus through Mary 


Surely these “Marian Pages,” with their zeal to spread the 
Kingdom of Christ, to make Jesus better known and loved through 
Mary, His immaculate Mother, are truly “Mary’s own” in the midst 
of a corrupted world. Blessed, thrice blessed, these courageous and. 
sacrificial young women, who through Mary are striving to draw ever 
nearer to her Divine Son hidden beneath the Sacramental Veils! What 
a precious life of grace is reserved to those who understand that Mary 
is truly the Mother of the Holy Eucharist! What treasures of grace are 
available to those who approach Jesus through Mary, who is not only 
the “Gate of Heaven” but also the “Gate of the Tabernacle.” As these 
pious “Marian Pages” gaze upon the silent Host during their precious 
hours of adoration, how many lessons their beloved Mother will 
whisper into their hearts, what treasures of grace will she not impart 
to them, not only for themselves, but for all who are privileged to 
come in contact with them. Truly they are “other Marys” in the 
kingdom of the Church today, and the life of the Blessed Virgin after 
the ascension of Jesus is their model for living in close union with 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. As they turn their eyes from the 
living, loving Savior concealed in the Sacred Host, to the beautiful 
statue of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament in the Mundelein Chapel, 
what joy thrills through their hearts as they perceive the love with 
which the Divine Infant invites them to partake of the Bread of Life, 
the Holy Eucharist. Ah, truly they then realize that Mary, the Mother 
of Fair Love, has led them to the Source of life, of love and of joy — 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist! 
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Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
The Apostles’ Creed 


THIRD ARTICLE 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary 


Continued 


The Hypostatic Union 

HE mystery of the incarnation of the Eternal Word sur- 
passes human understanding, as does everything which 
directly concerns God. Human reason cannot comprehend 
how the infinite God could unite Himself with human 
nature in oneness of Person, comprehending in Himself 
such apparently opposite characteristics. Yet reason 
must acknowledge such a union to be possible on the 
part of the omnipotent God. 

In Christ Jesus incarnate we must recognize two true and perfect 
natures, ever distinct in themselves but inseparably and eternally 
united — the Divine nature of the Son of God, and our own human 
nature, complete, just as we have it, composed of body and soul and 
endowed with various senses and faculties. This union of the Divine 
and the human nature in one Divine Person without the intermingling 
of natures is called the hypostatic union, a union which is simply and 
strikingly expressed by the term ‘‘God-man.” 

Faith tells us that Christ possessed and retained fully and truly 
both natures — the Divine and the human — and therefore there can 
be no question of a change or modification of either the one or the 
other. The Divine nature cannot possibly gain or lose anything; it 
cannot descend, cannot lower itself or combine directly with anything 
outside of itself. Hence theologians say that the incarnation is not a 
descent or a lowering of the Divinity, but rather the assumption and 
reception of the human nature into the Divinity. But while the human 
nature was thus assumed, it still remained intact. 

If a prince were to descend from his throne and clothe himself 
in the garb of a peasant for the purpose of visiting and comforting one 
of his subjects in prison, he would even in this lowly guise still retain 
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the fulness of his royal dignity and power. So the Son of God, who in 
becoming man not only clothed Himself with human nature, but united 
Himself with it most intimately, in no way ceased to be in undiminished 
possession of the Divine nature with all its infinite perfections. 

St. Augustine seeks to clarify the mystery by the following com- 
parison: When we express a thought, it clothes itself in words and 
articulate sounds, assuming a perceptible form without being altered 
in any way. After it has thus assumed a perceptible form — has, so 
to say, become personified —it still remains unchanged in our mind. 
Similarly, the Eternal Word, in the assumption of human nature, was 
not changed into that nature; He remained after the incarnation what 
He was before — the only-begotten Son of God, of the same essence 
as the Father. 

Just as in us body and soul are most closely united in one person, 
and yet differ so widely from each other — the soul being spirit and 
the body flesh —so also the humanity of Christ is most intimately 
united with His Divinity, though differing from it in an infinite manner. 
The manner in which the Divinity of Christ is united with His humanity 
cannot, however, be compared with any other union, not even with 
that of the human soul and body. It is unique in its union of the 
infinite with the finite,— a union inexpressible and incomprehensible, 
the source and type of all supernatural union with and similarity to 
God. The union of our body and soul is not inseparable, but the union 
of the Divinity and the humanity of Christ can never be dissolved. 
Even in death, the Divinity of Christ did not cease to be united both 
with His Body and with His Soul, and this union will continue through- 
out eternity. 

In us, body and soul complement each other, not only for the con- 
stitution of our human nature, but also for the accomplishment of our 
actions; for our body and soul are dependent upon each other in mani- 
fold ways. The body cannot live or move without the soul, and when 
the body suffers, the soul likewise shares the pain. In Christ, however, 
it was different. Both natures were complete in their own way, and 
independent of each other in their natural operations. Each had its 
own individual life, its own characteristics. While the humanity of 
Christ suffered hunger and thirst, anxiety and sadness, fatigue and 
pain, His Divinity remained unaffected by all these sufferings and 
weaknesses. Even in His most bitter agony and death, the sufferings 
of His sacred humanity did not for an instant cloud the infinite happi- 


ness of His Divinity. 
Heretical Teachings 


In the early centuries, the Church had to undergo many conflicts 
with heretics in defense of the doctrine of the unity of Person and 
duality of natures in Christ. In the fourth century, a heretical sect 
called the Arians denied the Divinity of Christ. This heresy was con- 
demned by the Council of Nicaea in 325. In the fifth century, Nes- 
torius gave rise to another base heresy by asserting that the union of 
the two natures in Christ was not a physical union, but only a moral 
one, whereby the Son of God merely dwelt in a human body as in His 
temple. He blasphemously asserted that in Christ Jesus there were 
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two distinct persons as well as two natures; that the Blessed Virgin 
Mary was the mother only of the human person, and therefore could 
not properly be styled the Mother of God. This heresy was condemned 
by the Council of Ephesus in 431, which clearly defined the doctrine 
of two natures in one Divine Person and solemnly declared Mary to 
be truly the Dei-para, that is, the Mother of God. 

Later, some opponents of this error went to the opposite extreme 
and declared. that the Divine and human natures were so intimately 
united in Christ that they became physically one, the human nature 
having been absorbed by the Divine. This heresy, originated by 
Eutyches, was condemned by the Council of Chalcedon in 451, which 
made the following pronouncement: ‘Following in the footsteps of 
the holy Fathers, we unanimously hold this to be the doctrine of the 
Church, that the one and the same Jesus Christ is the Son of God and 
our Lord, that He is perfect in Divinity and perfect in humanity, true 
God and true man... That the one and the same Christ, the only- 
begotten Son and Lord, is to be acknowledged as having two natures 
without commixture, without transformation, without separation, with- 
out dissolution; that by this union the difference between the natures 
was not removed, but that the one and the other nature retained 
inviolate its own attributes.” 

The sublime doctrine of the incarnation is thus clearly and briefly 
set forth in the Athanasian Creed: — 

“For the right faith is that we believe and confess that our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and man; God of the substance 
of the Father, begotten before the worlds, and man, of the substance 
of His Mother, born in the world; perfect God and perfect man; sub- 
sisting of a reasonable soul and human flesh; equal to the Father as 
touching His Godhead, and inferior to the Father as touching His 
manhood. Who, although He be God and man, yet He is not two but 
one Christ; one, not by the conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but 
by taking of the manhood into God; one altogether, not by confusion 
of substance, but by unity of Person.”’ 


The God-Man 


Christ did not come into the world like Adam, directly from the 
hand of God. He had human ancestors; He is really one of our race; 
human blood flows in His veins, and thus He is in very truth our 
Brother. He assumed our human nature with all the physical weak- 
nesses that usually appertain to it. His Body was subject to hunger, 
thirst, weariness, pain, and death, and this because He willed it so. 
(We do not find in Scripture any mention of Jesus ever having been 
afflicted with sickness. As sickness is not an essential part of human 
nature, it was not necessary that it be assumed by Christ, for, as St. 
Athanasius says, it would have been unbecoming for one to heal others 
who was not healed himself.) 

The Soul of Christ, like ours, was susceptible to love, joy and 
mercy, as well as to the sensations of sorrow, fear, repugnance, and 
all the natural emotions of the sensual appetite, with the difference 
that in Him these sensations were entirely dependent upon His will 








310 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


as regards their origin and strength, and were therefore always good 
and meritorious. 

As an effect of the union of the human nature with the Person of 
the Word, and the mission which the Body of Christ had to fulfil, it 
excelled in its purity, its beauty, the delicacy of its constitution, and 
its powers of endurance. It was subject to sufferings only inasmuch 
as these are the common lot of human nature and of all creatures; 
but otherwise it had no trace of personal defect. A marvelous creation 
in itself alone, it was, as it were, a light but majestic wrapping of the 
Divinity, the instrument of the Soul and of the Godhead for wonderful 
supernatural effects, as it still is in the Blessed Sacrament. Theolo- 
gians are unanimous in the belief that Christ was noble in bearing 
and perfect in form, such as a perfect man should be, for He was, by 
virtue of the incarnation, a perfect man. 

The Soul of Jesus is the most noble that ever could be, the 
masterpiece of creative omnipotence, the most marvelous created mirror 
of the Godhead, in which are reflected all the infinite perfections of 
the Triune God. It is a mighty world, the depth and height and length 
and breadth of which no created intellect, either human or angelic, 
will ever be able to fathom. The human mind cannot form even the 
faintest conception of the beauty and majesty of this august Soul, 
which infinitely surpasses the combined beauty of all the hierarchies 
of angels and all the hosts of saints, including that of their glorious 
Queen. 

The Divinity of Christ never took the place of His human Soul, 
as was contended by certain heretics, who maintained that the Eternal 
Word took the place of a soul and that the Son of God assumed only 
a human body. This truth is beautifully expressed in the writings of 
Marie Lataste: “The Soul of Jesus was filled with the Divinity, which 
communicated itself to it in so intimate a manner that the Soul of the 
Savior was wholly absorbed in the Divinity, because one with it, and 
yet without confusion and still preserving all its powers and all its 
faculties distinct from the Divinity.” 

The human nature of Christ, by reason of the hypostatic union, 
is worthy of the same worship as His Divinity — namely, that which 
is designated by theologians as latria, or adoration. All that this 
human nature does, suffers and says is Divine; it is God who acts and 
suffers and speaks. The same homage of adoration is due also to each 
individual member of Christ’s sacred Body — His Sacred Heart, His 
Precious Blood, His Adorable Face, and all His other members, but 
only as living parts of the Divine Person of the God-man. It follows 
also from this union that all the actions as well as all the sufferings 
of Christ have an infinite value and merit, because they are the works 
of a God-man and have for their vital principle the Divine Person 


of the Word. 
Two Wills 


As a Divine will is an essential part of the Divine nature, so a 
human will is also an essential part of human nature. Since Christ 
possessed both natures in their entirety, it follows that there are in 
Him two wills, distinct one from the other, each in keeping with the 
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nature in which it is vested. Had the human nature of Christ been 
only a passive instrument in the hand of God, without the power of 
willing, so that in consequence Christ possessed only a Divine will, 
St. Paul could not have said of Him with truth that He became 
obedient unto death (Phil. ii. 8), nor that He justified and saved 
us by His obedience (Rom. v. 19); for obedience is the voluntary 
submission of one’s will to a higher will. In order to render this 
possible, there must, therefore, have been a second will in Christ. 
As God He could not possess a twofold will; for the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Ghost have but one most holy and most perfect will. 
It cannot be contested, therefore, that besides a Divine will, Christ 
also has a human will. This is the teaching of the Fathers of the 
Church, founded on Holy Scripture. Therefore, just as we confess 
that Christ has two natures, the Divine and the human, without inter- 
mingling, without separation, without alteration of natures, so faith 
likewise teaches us that the one and the same Lord Jesus Christ has 
two distinct wills, most intimately united, and, in consequence, two 
distinct modes of action, because during His earthly life Christ natural- 
ly acted through each of His natures. 

At the same time that we recognize two wills in Christ, we 
recognize also, with the Council of Constantinople (680), that these 
two wills were never in contradiction to each other; that the human 
will did not oppose nor resist, but was ever submissive to the Divine 
and almighty will. This perfect submission of the human will of 
Christ to the Divine is demonstrated by many scriptural passages, such 
as: “I seek not My own will, but the will of Him that sent Me” 
(John v. 30). “Not as I will, but as Thou wilt” (Matt. xxvi. 39). 
In the latter instance, the human will of Christ clearly shrank from the 
sufferings and ignominious death which His Divine will decreed. 
Perceiving, however, that His human will was incompatible with the 
designs of His Heavenly Father —that is, with His Divine will — 
Jesus immediately renounced His human desire and submitted to the 


Divine will. 
Holiness of Christ 


By its union with the Second Divine Person, the human nature 
was raised to a degree of perfection in Jesus Christ infinitely surpass- 
ing that of ordinary men. It was not only sinless, but impeccable, 
that is, incapable of sinning; for sin is absolutely incompatible with 
the Divine personality, in which the human will was ever submissive 
without contradiction, without resistance, to the almighty, Divine will. 
In Christ Jesus the impulses of nature were in perfect subjection to 
reason, just as His reason was in perfect subjection to His Divinity. 
Jesus was always perfectly holy, as became the God-man, and His 
Divinity was the source of the marvelous virtues which He practiced 
in His sacred humanity. The Divinity which filled His Heart enclosed 
therein the perfect sanctity of God, and consequently repelled every- 
thing that was not holy, and prevented it by infinite barriers from 
approaching Him. 

The Soul of Christ, having been endowed with the fulness of 
grace at the first instant of its existence, possessing all virtues in a 
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degree infinitely more exalted than it is possible to conceive, and being 
itself divinized, could direct the Body only after a Divine manner. 
The Soul of Jesus, being made Divine by its union with the Divinity, 
in turn divinized His Body by its union with it. Consequently Jesus 
always was and always will be infinitely just, infinitely holy and in- 
finitely incapable of sin. He is the splendor and glory of the Father; 
He is Justice and Sanctity itself. 

The communication of the fulness of grace to the human Soul of 
Christ at the first instant of its being is identical with His anointing 
by the Holy Ghost referred to in Holy Scripture (Ps. xliv. 8). The 
hypostatic union itself was the unction which made our Savior a 
Prophet, High Priest and King, and endowed Him with all that we 
see in Him of the great and the glorious. 


Knowledge of Jesus Christ 


St. Paul says of Jesus that in Him were hidden “all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. ii. 3). From this it has been deduced 
that the Soul of the Savior did not possess the infinite knowledge 
which is the exclusive privilege of the Divinity, namely, omniscience, 
but only that full measure of wisdom which can be communicated to 
a created intelligence in a supernatural manner. This knowledge 
flowed from a threefold source: — 

Through its personal union with the Divine nature, the Soul of 
Christ, first of all, enjoyed the Beatific Vision of God without inter- 
ruption. By this means, Jesus possessed a knowledge infinitely sur- 
passing that of the angels and saints in heaven, wholly adequate to 
the sublimity and dignity of His Person. Further, there streamed 
into His Soul from the Godhead, at the first instant of the incarnation, 
the fulness of supernatural knowledge. And finally, through the free 
exercise of His natural faculties, Jesus came in contact with the things 
of this world and thereby acquired an experimental knowledge, or a 
knowledge of experience. The latter, in fact, added nothing to the 
knowledge which He already possessed; it merely confirmed exteriorly 
that which He already knew by other means. When St. Luke says that 
“the Child grew, and waxed strong, full of wisdom; and the grace of 
God was in Him,” and that He “advanced in wisdom and age and grace 
with God and men” (Luke ii. 40, 52), he speaks of the progress of 
the experimental knowledge of the Savior, and indicates only the 
exterior revelation of His supernatural wisdom and grace in propor- 
tion to His advance in age. 

By virtue of this threefold knowledge, the God-man comprehend- 
ed, from the first instant and at every moment, all spheres of truth, 
natural and supernatural, God’s being, all mysteries of grace, glory 
and nature, all free actions of men in the past, present and future. 
All this was due to Him by right, as Head of the angels and of men, 


King of the universe, Lord, Judge and Mediator of mankind. 
To be continued 
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One of God’s Joy-Bearers 





MONG the many prospective candidates for beatification 
| in the near future is an humble Benedictine lay sister, 
named Sister Fortunata Viti, who died in the odor of 
sanctity in the convent of St. Mary’s of the Franks, 
Veroli, Italy, on November 20, 1922, at the age of 
ninety-six years. Fittingly might Sister Fortunata have 
been compared to a lowly violet hidden among other 
plants and herbs, but revealing its presence by the sweet 
odor it exhales. Her life was a true exemplification of the Benedictine 
aotto Pray and Labor. Ever walking in the presence of God, this 
beloved daughter of the great St. Benedict shone forth not so much 
by the magnificence of any particular works as by the love of God 
with which she performed the humble tasks assigned to her by holy 
obedience. 

Anna Felice, as she was called at baptism, was born on the feast 
of St. Scholastica, February 10, 1827. Surely this day was auspicious 
for her future life, for in the footsteps of St. Scholastica she was to 
.ascend to heights of sanctity in the holy Order of St. Benedict. Though 
her parents were at first in comfortable circumstances, the family 
was reduced to dire poverty by the vices of the father who squandered 
the property in drinking and gambling. Broken in health by sorrow 
and privation, the pious mother died at the early age of thirty-six 
years. Lying on her deathbed, she awaited with edifying resignation 
the accomplishment of God’s holy will, after entrusting to the Ever- 
Blessed and Adorable Trinity the care of her nine little ones whom she 
was about to leave motherless. What wondrous protection did she 
select for her children in that last hour — that of the Triune God, 
Himself, the Father of orphans and the source of all true love! Nor 
was her confidence unrewarded, for in token of His care and guidance, 
-our Lord chose as His brides four of the daughters of this good mother, 
all of whom lived to an advanced age and attained to sanctity of life. 
But the third child of the family, Anna Felice, was destined to surpass 
all her brothers and sisters, not only in length of years but also in 
‘sanctity of life. 





In the School of Self-Denial 


This favored child of Divine Providence was fourteen years old 
when her mother died. Significant, indeed, was her baptismal name, Anna 
Felice — Anna, the happy one — although humanly speaking all indi- 
cations pointed to anything but happiness. A series of severe struggles 
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and hardships awaited her after the death of her good mother and the 
departure of her elder sister to the convent, when the burden of caring 
for the family fell upon her youthful shoulders. Anna was then 
scarcely sixteen years of age. 

Far from being converted by the untimely death of his wife and 
the sad plight to which he had reduced his family, the father continued 
his reckless mode of life, to the utter neglect of his parental duties. 
Frequently even the most 
necessary things were 
entirely wanting, and 
Anna_ witnessed with 
heart-breaking grief the 
sufferings and _priva- 
tions of her little broth- 
ers and sisters. Natu- 
rally her brothers were 
greatly provoked at their 
negligent father, who 
was the cause of all this 
misery, and it was often 
with difficulty that Anna 
was abile to restrain and 
quiet their outbursts of 
temper. But the remem- 
brance of her mother’s 
patience and silent for- 
bearance —_— encouraged 
and strengthened her; 
and she, like her moth- 
er, carried her sorrow 

pig eo ge Ste sos of to the feet of Jesus Cru- 

tn the oman ~o y cified and of Mary 

Sorrowful, where she 

poured out her grief and summoned new strength to bear the heavy 
burden laid upon her. 

After about two years, in order to ease to some extent the pressing 
burden of poverty, Anna resolved to accept a position as servant in 
the household of a distinguished family living at Mount St. John, 
some hours distant from her home. Leaving the care of her own home 
to her younger sister Johanna, she entered upon her new duties, and 
soon won the love and confidence of her employers by her faithful 
and devoted service. What this step meant for Anna, whose sensitive 
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soul still treasured the memory of better days, we may easily imagine. 
Yet it was, after all, but another step on the path of self-denial on 
which the Master was guiding her for her future sanctification. 

These years in the school of suffering and self-denial taught Anna 
to evaluate the fleeting things of time at their true worth. The baubles 
and tinseled joys of earth held no fascination for her. Her soul was 
ripening in the love of God and in the longing for union with Him. 

Thus ten years elapsed. Anna’s younger sisters and brothers now 
no longer required her maternal care, so that the duty of providing 
for the family no longer devolved upon her. Now at length she was 
free to follow the desire of her heart — the call to the cloister which 
she had so deeply cherished from her early youth. Even while still 
employed as a servant maid she had begun to prepare the linens for 
her dowry — a task which she completed secretly after her return home. 

Within Cloister Walls 

Anna longed to enter a cloistered order, so that her sacrifice 
might be complete and she might give herself to God without reserve. 
Feeling an attraction for the spirit of the Rule of the holy patriarch 
St. Benedict, she thought of entering the Benedictine Convent of Santa 
Maria a Ripa in Pontecorvo, at the foot of Monte Cassino. There, in 
“the school of the Divine service,” as St. Benedict calls his monasteries, 
she hoped to spend the remainder of her days in loving colloquy with 
God. But God had other designs in her regard. 

While Anna was visiting one of the Sisters of her acquaintance at 
the Benedictine Convent of St. Mary of the Franks in Veroli, one of 
the choir Sisters, by an interior inspiration, suddenly asked her if she 
would not like to join their community. Taken by surprise at first, 
Anna considered the matter, and after some deliberation decided it to 
be God’s holy will that she enter there. On the following day, the 
feast of St. Benedict, March 21, 1851, she bade farewell to relatives 
and friends and presented herself at the Benedictine Convent as a 
postulant. The Abbess and the community gladly received her, and 
thus Anna found herself at last within the shelter of the cloister, for 
which she had so long and so ardently yearned. This change of her 
plans proved to be providential when some years later the convent at 
Pontecorvo was suppressed by the Italian Government. 

The resolution which the fervent postulant formed upon her 
entrance into the convent gives evidence of the lofty goal which she 
had set for herself. Fortunately this has been preserved to us in her 
own handwriting: “Now that the favorable opportunity of becoming 
a saint has fallen to my lot, I shall make use of it; for, if I were to 
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miss the goal I should miss it forever. Since I have been so favored 
and all things are so propitious, nothing being wanting that can lead 
to my goal, I will try to become truly holy.” These are the words 
of a pure soul, animated with a deep love of God, who rightly viewed 
the task of becoming a saint and set about its accomplishment in sim- 
plicity and uprightness. Anna Viti belonged to the poor in spirit to 
whom the kingdom of heaven is promised; she was one of those souls 
whom the Savior had in mind when He prayed to His Heavenly Father: 
“I confess to Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them to little ones” (Matt. xi. 25). To be continued 


teen 
Symbolism of Our Cover Design 





N FEBRUARY 2d, Holy Church celebrates the ancient and beau- 

tiful feast known commonly as Candlemas — the feast of light — 
symbolic of the Messiah, “the true light which enlighteneth every man 
who cometh into the world” (John i. 9). On this day, lighted candles. 
are carried in solemn procession, the burning tapers being symbols of 
Christ, the Light of the world. During the procession, one of the most 
magnificent of the year, antiphons of deep meaning are sung, the first 
of which invites us to “welcome Christ the King, and greet Mary, who- 
as the very gate of heaven, bringeth the glorious King of new light... 
the Child whom Simeon, taking up into his arms, declared unto all. 
peoples to be the Lord of life and of death, the Savior of the world.” 

Our cover design for this month depicts our Savior in all the 
winsomeness of His childhood, as the true Light of the world, indicated 
by the inscription drawn from His own words: “Ego sum Lux Mundi 
— I am the Light of the world.” Though the treasures of His infinite- 
wisdom and knowledge are hidden beneath the veil of His sacred 
humanity, He is nevertheless the God of majesty who holds in the palm. 
of His hand, the world and all it contains. 

The letters / X O Y S which appear just above the representation 
of the “Light of the World” are the initial letters of the Greek words. 
meaning “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior.” 

What the light of the sun is to the material world, that the Divine 
Light of Christ is to the world of souls. Whenever the world turns 
away from Christ it shuts out the light of His grace and is plunged in 
darkness and confusion. Let it be our fervent prayer that the Divine 
Light may dispel the darkness which now envelops so many nations, 
so that the Sun of Justice may again shine into the hearts of men! 
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A Child Without God 


| HE only child of wealthy parents, a girl of ten years, lay 
dying in a beautiful room of the family mansion. The 
doctor had told the parents that there was nothing more 
that he could do — his medical skill had been exhausted 
—and it was evident to all that the child lay at death’s 
door. The mother and father stood beside the bed, 
sobbing, but in spite of all their worldly prestige and 
wealth they could not stay for one moment the hand of 
the destroying angel. 

Then in the soul of the mother a faint glimmering of the faith 
of her childhood returned, a remembrance of the teachings her own 
mother had instilled into her heart but which had been gradually 
dulled and finally stilled by the worldly atmosphere with which she was 
surrounded. Turning suddenly to her husband, she exclaimed: ‘“O 
Charles — how would it be if we would send for a priest!” But he, 
who had openly professed his unbelief for so many years — should he 
yield now to what he had always termed weakness and foolishness? 
He turned away without answering her pleading, but as though she 
realized now as never before the gravity of her sin in allowing her only 
child to be reared in total ignorance of God, the mother pleaded anew 
to be allowed to secure the presence of a priest. At length her husband 
consented. Then, pierced by the same shaft of remorse, he drew 
closer to the side of his dying child and whispered into her ear: 
“Margaret, pray! pray!” 

The girl slowly opened her eyes and gazed coldly and disdainfully 
at the countenance of her father. Then in a weak voice she said: 
“Father, you have always told me that I should never be so foolish 
as to pray, and that I should never dare go inside of a church. Why 
do you ask me to pray now?’’ She closed her eyes again, nor could 
the father rouse her to further speech. Then indeed did this unfortu- 
nate father realize the greatness of his error in depriving his child of 
God’s help and protection during life, but above all at the hour of 
death. If only the priest would come soon! Perhaps he would be 
able to influence the girl! In utter helplessness he paced the floor, 
sorrow and anxiety tearing at his heart. Being so long estranged 
from prayer, the thought of the God whom he had so long ignored now 
served only to increase his mental anguish. 

In a few moments the door of the room was flung hurriedly open 
and the priest entered, urged on by the distraught mother who kept 
repeating: “Hurry! hurry!’ The priest hastened to the bedside, but 
no sooner did the girl catch sight of him than she buried her face in 
her pillow, and — with a deep sigh— gave back her soul to the God 
whom she had been taught to ignore and despise. Then, in the bitter- 
ness of their remorse, did the sorrowing parents realize how grievously 
they had erred in their endeavors to make their child happy while 
depriving her of Him who is the source of all true happiness! 
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Little Lovers’ League 
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What does the Child Jesus tell you in this picture? 


EAR Little Lovers, we hope you will like the little story we are 
going to tell you this month. The name of the story is: Am I 
Like Jesus? 

There was once a little boy who received a very beautiful picture 
of the holy Child Jesus. The boy liked the picture so much that he 
made up his mind he would try to become like the holy Child. Every 
day he would look at his picture many times and ask himself: “Am I 
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like Jesus?” He tried harder and harder to imitate the Child Jesus, 
to make his soul pure and good, so that it would be more pleasing 
to Him. When the little boy was ready for bed at night, he would 
kneel down, take his beloved picture, gaze lovingly at the sweet Child 
Jesus, and ask himself: “Have I been like Jesus today? Did I obey 
my parents as He did? Did I do any good deeds or acts of kindness 
today, as He did? Was I faithful to my prayers? Did I make many 
acts of love for God?” —and so on. After each question, he would 
stop to think how he had behaved himself in that point. If he found 
he had failed, he would tell the Child Jesus he was sorry, and would 
promise to do better the next day. 

As time passed the little boy never forgot to take his picture each 
evening and ask himself these questions. In this way he grew from 
a boy into a young man, until at length he had come to be so much 
like his Model, Jesus, that he was a great saint. 

What this little boy did, you can all do, dear Little Lovers. If 
you each choose some special virtue of the holy Child, not only for 
this month, but for each month of the year, and try to practice it in 
all you do, it will help you to become more and more like Him. Some 
of you might need to take obedience as the special virtue to practice; 
others kindness; or meekness, that is not to become angry; or unsel fish- 
ness, not to take the best things but leave them for others. 


Practice for February — For this month, we think it might be 
well for you all to imitate the obedience of the Child Jesus. Then, 
each evening before you go to bed, think over what you have done 
during the day and ask yourselves the question: Am I like Jesus? 


Aspiration — During this month often repeat this little prayer: 
Dear holy Child Jesus, make me more and more like Thee. 


YOUR CONTEST 


The answers for our January contest came pouring in very fast, 
and the mail man brought us some very good ones. As usual, we had 
a hard time to decide the prize winners — so many of our little friends 
write letters which seem one just as good as the other, in different ways, 
so that it makes it hard for us to decide to whom the prizes shall go. 
But we know you will be happy to know that the winner for this month, 
in the group over eleven years of age, is Genevieve A. Hagan, all the 
way from Charlottestown, Prince Edward Island — which you know 
is in Canada. Here is her letter: 


The Blessed Eucharist renews the birth of Jesus in our hearts 
because the reception of the Blessed Eucharist unites our body and 
soul to Christ in an intimate union of love; it increases sanctifying 
grace for the nourishment of the soul, weakens our evil inclinations, 
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cleanses us from venial sin and preserves us from mortal sin. It also 
lessens the temporal punishment due to sin. 

Dear Genevieve must be very well instructed and understand the 
great mystery of the Holy Eucharist very well to write such a fine 
answer — do you not think so? 


’ Honorable mention in the class above eleven years goes to the 
following: 
Joseph Gurski, Bucyrus, Kansas 
Anna Roffelsen, of the St. Joseph School for the Blind, Jersey City, N. J. 
Paul di Benedetto — also of the St. Joseph School for the Blind. 
Thomas Lyon, of Our Lady of the Angels Academy, Little Falls, Minn. 


And from our younger Little Lovers we received many good letters, 
too. You will be surprised to know that the letter which has earned 
first prize for this month came from a little non-Catholic girl — Jane 
E. Hayden, age 7, of Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little Falls, Minn. 
Jane is not yet a Catholic, but she is hoping and praying very hard that 
her parents will consent to her becoming a Catholic soon. We know 
our dear Little Lovers will pray for her, too, that she may soon be 
baptized. She tells us that she knows all her prayers, and that she 
loves the Baby Jesus very much. Here is her letter: 

Holy Eucharist renews the birth of the Infant Jesus in our hearts 
because when we receive Holy Communion the Baby Jesus comes into 
our hearts as He came into the stable on the first Christmas night. 
The angels sing and the Blessed Virgin is happy when we welcome 
Jesus into our hearts. Jesus loves a pure heart for a home. 

Honorable mention goes to the following under eleven years: 
Anna Mae Himmler — age 10, of Cumberland, Maryland 
Richard Smith — age 9, of Our Lady of the Angels Academy, Little 

Falls, Minnesota : 

Carolyn Blasy — age 10, of Lefor, North Dakota 
Joseph Miller — age 11, of Our Lady of the Angels Academy 
Janice Forgette—age 10, of Our Lady of the Angels Academy 

The subject of your next contest will be: 

Explain the sacrament which strengthens the soul and often 

the body in time of serious sickness 

For the next prize, we are going to offer a Jubilee Medal of Saint 
Benedict, with a booklet telling about his life. His feast comes on 


March 21st. 
Serpe 
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Our Complete Collection of Booklets 


Following Booklets 10¢ each Following Booklets 10¢ each Following Booklets 5¢ each 
Devotion to the Most Blessed Trinity Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows The Guard of Honor & the Holy Hour 
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Devotion to the Precious Blood Devotions to the Infant Jesus 
More Precious Than Diamonds Devotions to the Infant Jesus of Prague Following Booklets 3 for 10# 
Prayer, the Great Means of Grace Jesus, Joy of My Heart Message of the Sacred Heart 
Consolation for the Sick and Afilicted Jesus Pleads for My Love Holy Water in the Christian Home 
Devotion to Mary Jesus Loves Me Favors from the Infant of Prague 
Mary, Mother of God Jesus One With Me wannnnnnw 
Mary, Our Mother My Daily Visit The Way of the Cross 15¢ 
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DeMontfort’s Devotion to Mary All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! The Treasures of the Mass 25 
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Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











Are Vou Zoncerned about the irreligious situation in this 


country, the souls being led astray 
by the vast outpouring of sensational, godless, subversive literature 
placed before them at every turn? 


1 . with those who are fighti to 
fire You go operating Sain Catholic life and Catholic 


ideals? Are you taking your stand —an active, personal stand — 
against the forces of evil? Perhaps few Catholics realize that there 
is an enormous amount of literature being circulated today which is 
not only prejudicial to, but even advocates the destruction of Catholic 
life and thought in this country. 

May we call your attention to the booklets listed on the inside 
cover of this magazine? These booklets are but a small part of the 
mighty armor of defense needed today against anti-Catholic literature. 
Yet they are an effective part, as we know they have accomplished 
much good, and await only their wider distribution among greater 
numbers of people to accomplish yet more good. Will you not become 
their distributors? 


If during Catholic Press Month, each Catholic would distribute 
fifty booklets to Catholics who are indifferent to their Faith, lax or 
even fallen away entirely, how much good could be accomplished. Or 
if this is not possible, the books could be placed in the church where 
they could be seen and taken away to be read. This could be done 
by every Catholic and would constitute a part of that active defense 
so badly needed today in our country against the evils being advocated 
through the printed word. We make a special reduction on quantity 
lots of booklets as listed below, also a special reduction of 20% on 


50 booklets. 
hope 


Special Prices 


10¢ Booklets: $7.00 per 100 in lots of 100 to 500; 
$6.50 per 100 in lots of 500 & more. 
6¢ Booklets: $3.50 per 100. 8 for 10¢ Booklets: $2.75 per 100. 


A COMPLETE SET of our entire collection of 63 devotional booklets 
may be had at a special price of only $4.25 postpaid. You secure $5.00 
worth of booklets —a true library of “precious pearls’ which will always 
be a source of joy and inspiration. 


None of these prices include carriage. Postage on small quantity orders averages 
1¢ on a booklet. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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